Information for Groups Interested in Coming to Jamaica
The following information may be helpful as you begin your plans to visit Jamaica. More specific details will be addressed for your group as questions arise. 

· Ticket/Travel Information:   



Suggested agencies:



Expedia 



Golden Rule 



Apple Vacations




Spirit Airlines



Approximate ticket price:



$350-$550



Airport:




Sangster International Airport, Montego Bay, Jamaica



Immigrations/Customs:




Be sure to have your return ticket or an itinerary to prove your 






plans to leave the country. Also you will need the name of 






your hotel. Purpose of travel, which will be needed on the 




Immigrations form, should be missions.  

 Most airlines allow the usual 2 suitcases per person with a 50lb. limit. (Apple Vacation allows 40 lb.) In addition to your 2 check in suitcases you are allowed a good sized carry on.  Be sure to check your ticket or airline for details. Passports are required. 
Projects: 


Painting



Masonry



Carpentry



Street ministry



Children’s programs:



A program similar to children’s class in church about 45 






minutes in length.  A craft and/or object lesson works great.



Visiting the Infirmary(old peoples home)
There are many needs here in Jamaica so projects can vary from painting to carpentry to masonry to street ministry, etc..  Girls and ladies often spend some time at Blossom Gardens Children’s Home caring for the children along with the staff here, as well as spending time at our children’s home here at the base.  We will be happy to provide ideas and suggestions and together we can decide what projects your particular group is best equipped for. 
· Accommodations:


Cost:



Approximately $25 per person per night.


Kitchen Facilities:



Available in varying degrees depending on where you 







will be staying.


Laundry:



There is a very nice Laundromat in Montego Bay. 

There are several hotels here in Jamaica that are willing to work with us as a mission. We will try to fit the needs of your group as much as possible. Keep in mind that Jamaica is a third world country and you will most likely need to be very flexible.  There are many times when the hotel has “guaranteed” appliances are working and ready for use when really it is not so.   Be ready for insects and creatures of varying sizes and nature. (   We as a mission here are able to provide pots, pans, and most other necessities if your hotel is lacking them!
· Transportation:
Passenger Car


Approximately $50 per day or 300 per week.

15 passenger van:

Approximately$110 per day. Anyone from your group who is 21 or over can drive. Make sure they have a valid driver’s license and a brave heart. (We drive on the left side here) (


28 passenger bus:
Approximately $300 per day, but up to $350 a day depending on the distance traveled. This price includes a Jamaican driver who will be available to take you wherever you need to go and fuel.  Tip is optional but expected. 

· Meals:


Food:



We have compiled a seperate list of food availabilities and suggestions 




for you to use as you plan!


Cooks:
Depending on the size of your group we encourage you to bring someone specifically responsible for cooking. Sometimes it can become frustrating to be involved in the actual work projects and still worry about meals.  
· Summary of Funds needed:



Airline tickets:





$350-$550



Transportation:



15 passenger van approximately $110 per day




28 passenger bus with driver approximately $300 per day 



Hotel:



Approximately $25 per person per night.



Food:



See additional document



Projects:
The projects your group will be involved in will be determined by the amount of funds you have available ,  age group and skills.   To build a small house for someone you will need approximately $3000.  There are many other projects such as painting, etc.  that we can do if there are less funds available.  


. 

· Miscellaneous Information:


Sightseeing:





Dunn’s River falls




YS falls




Snorkeling 



Craft market




Croydon Plantation




Etc. 
Jamaica is a beautiful country and we would love for you to see some of it while you are here!  There are many options and we will help you to decide which one is best for your group! 

Information and Suggestions from previous Groups Experiences
First of all be aware that you will get many different opinions, advice and suggestions when undertaking a task such as this.  Pray for much wisdom and guidance and then do what you feel led to do!  (we will also be praying)  Sometimes what is best one time wont work the next time. God can guide you to the right immigrations officer and the right customs agent, of that there is no doubt!

· Have a way of identifying yourself as a “work group”, like matching T-shirts when you are traveling.
· Buy those little pouches to hang around each person’s neck and make sure all the papers they need are safely there! 

· Put stickers on all the luggage identifying it as Jamaica Relief Ministries—there are luggage tags available for you if you are interested. 

· An accustic guitar is available for programs if you need it. 

· Have each person bring their own reusable water bottle. 

